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Press Release

Redesign of the Innovation Indicator

Deutsche Telekom Stiftung and BDI commission Fraunhofer ISI, ZEW and MERIT with performing the study – Innovation Indicator examines Germany’s innovative capacity and compares it with that of other industrialised nations – New internet portal provides the latest information on the subject of innovation 
Bonn/Berlin, November 12, 2010: How innovative is Germany? This is the question that in future three illustrious research institutes will be answering in carrying out the “Innovation Indicator” study on behalf of Deutsche Telekom Stiftung (Deutsche Telekom’s charitable Foundation) and Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie (BDI, Federation of German Industries). From 2011, the Fraunhofer Institute for Systems and Innovation Research ISI, the Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW) and the Maastricht Economic and social Research and training centre on Innovation and Technology at Maastricht University (MERIT) will have the task of compiling the well-known league of nations in which Germany is compared with the world’s leading industrialised countries. From now on, Deutsche Telekom Stiftung and the BDI are presenting news and information about innovation on a new web site www.innovationsindikator.de. The next study is due to be published in the autumn of 2011. 
“The ideas presented to us by the consortium under the leadership of Fraunhofer ISI appealed to us not least because the institutes proposed a clear new direction in line with state-of-the art innovation research,” Dr. Klaus Kinkel, chairman of Deutsche Telekom Stiftung, states. “The approach they propose involves a clear focus on a smaller set of individual indicators as well as a convincing added value relative to other national and international studies.”  

“Over the last five years, the innovation indicator has provided both government and economy with valuable input and recommendations in terms of examining and improving Germany’s innovation balance sheet,” concludes BDI-president Professor Hans-Peter Keitel. “In updating the methodology and, in part, the content of the study, we are gearing the innovation indicator towards the future and thus making it even more instrumental to consultancy and policymaking in the field of innovation.” 
The concept proposed by the three institutes will base the indicator on an economic model which will be used to interpret the results and also enable dependencies among the individual indicators to be defined. The innovation indicator will continue to be made up of individual indicators which will first be calculated as sub-indicators and then compiled in an overall innovation indicator. However, the number of individual indicators will be reduced from over 180 to around 30 and the number of sub-systems from ten to between five and seven. There will be no more distinction made between innovation system and the actors in the system, which was how the innovation profiles of the countries under examination were previously created.  
The study will continue to focus on education as the main prerequisite for innovative capacity in an economy. In future, in addition to higher education, the study will also include data on the dual education system and on non-academic qualifications. 
About the Institutes:

Fraunhofer ISI has extensive analytical skills and experience in innovation policy. In the area of innovation indicators, this also includes theoretical and methodology discussion of composite indicators and also technology field analysis.

ZEW also has wide-ranging skills in innovation indicators, in particular the analysis of micro-data, bringing expertise to the project in the field of both economics and econometrics.  
MERIT is an internationally acclaimed research institute with particular methodology skills and experience in the field of composite indicators. MERIT is also responsible for the European Innovation Scoreboard, a project set up by the European Commission to compare the innovative capacity of national economies. 
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